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Bearinger Township Special Board Meeting 
17034 Town Hall Highway     Millersburg, Michigan 

October 29, 2018 
 
The purpose of this special meeting is to:                                                                                                                        

1. Interview applicants for the position of Bearinger Township Assessor for the purpose 
of providing the comprehensive assessing responsibilities required by the State of Michigan and 
Bearinger Township, Presque Isle County.         

2. Roy Peterson complaint. 

Supervisor Patterson called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 
Present for the meeting were board members, Archie Patterson, Emilie Stawiarski, Beverly 
Rossetto, Patricia Frost and Duane Walker. 

Agenda – Emilie Stawiarski made a motion to approve the agenda for this meeting, Patricia Frost 
supported the motion.  Five yes votes, motion carried. 

Supervisor Patterson explained that two resumes have been received and that Mr. R. Douglas 
Keipert was in attendance for the interview and that Mr. Allan Berg was out-of-town and had 
submitted a written responses for this meeting. 

Douglas Keipert was introduced and gave a brief summary of his Assessing experience.  The Board 
asked the following questions: 

How many times will you be in this area in the winter time and what type of work schedule do you 
have for Bearinger Township?   He is in the area often working with the Assessor in Cheboygan 
and plans on having everything organized within 2 or 3 years with all improvements in the system.  
A brief discussion followed regarding how often he would be in contact with Presque Isle County 
Equalization Dept. 

What is your annual work schedule for assessing?  December – March, he would be getting ready 
for Board of Review meetings.   Summer, Inspection of properties and the Fall Season would be 
building inspections.  He has been the Assessor for Beaver Creek since July 2017 and is a Level 2 
MCAO and plans on working on his Level 3 next year. 

Will you be considered a Bearinger Township employee or an independent contractor and does 
your requested salary include travel mileage?  The response to both questions was yes. 

What is your response time to property owner’s telephone calls and emails?  Reply was that he 
usually response within 24 hours. 

Mr. Keipert inquired if Presque Isle County has a GPS system available, Supervisor Patterson will 
research the cost of the GPS system. 

What is your opinion of the State of Michigan’s updating of Assessing?  He feels that for the best 
results, assessing should stay at a local level. 

Supervisor Patterson thanked Mr. Keipert for attending the interview and stated that he would be 
contacted with the Board’s decision. 
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Supervisor Patterson presented Mr. Allan Berg’s (Assessing Consultants, Inc.) written assessing 
service proposal to the Board.   Mr. Berg’s recommendations include having all property records 
updated and entered into the BS&A assessing system along with the Apex sketch software.  After 
an accurate database is updated it will be easier to maintain.  Supervisor Patterson explained Mr. 
Berg’s 5 year assessing plan to obtain the required data and presented a spreadsheet with a cost 
breakdown for ten years for both Berg Assessing and Keiipert. 

After a lengthy discussion regarding both resumes, Emilie Stawiarski made a motion to hire 
Assessing & Consultants, Inc. at $18,000.00 per year for basic assessing with the scheduled 
calendar fees for a one year renewable contract.  Patricia Frost supported the motion.  Roll call 
vote, voting yes were Duane Walker, Patricia Frost, Emilie Stawiarski, Archie Patterson and 
Beverly Rossetto.  Five yes votes, motion carried. 

Roy Peterson complaint: Supervisor Patterson explained the complaint of Mr. Peterson regarding 
property that was purchased in 1989 and sold to Mr. & Mrs. Beckley August 4, 2017.   The Beckley 
have appealed to the Bearinger Township Board of Review and received a reduced assessment of 
their home.  Mr. Peterson would like a refund for taxes he has paid at the higher assessment.  
Supervisor Patterson read his letter that will be sent to Mr. Peterson and the Beckley’s regarding 
this matter.  After discussion, a motion was made by Patricia Frost and supported by Duane Walker 
to have Supervisor Patterson’s letter reviewed by our attorney before mailing.  Roll call vote, 
voting yes was Emilie Stawiarski, Patricia Frost, Duane Walker, Archie Patterson and Beverly 
Rossetto.  Five yes votes, motion carried. 

Being no further business Patricia Frost made a motion to adjourn the meeting, supported by Duane 
Walker.  Five yes votes, motion carried.   

Meeting adjourned at 4:19 pm. 

Minutes taken and respectfully submitted by, 

 

Beverly Rossetto, Township Clerk 


